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of Public Service Electric and Gas (PSE&G)
and past president and CEO of Bell Atlantic-
New Jersey, Al Koeppe has been a friend to
working families and organized labor as a
whole.

In his official capacity at PSE&G and Bell
Atlantic and as a former member of the NJ
Commission on Higher Education, Al Koeppe
works hard to ensure good relations with his
workforce, providing workers quality benefits,
the opportunity to organize and collectively
bargain, and a quality work environment.

In the mid-1990’s, as a member of the NJ
Commission on Higher Education and chair-
man of the commission’s labor management
committee, Al Koeppe’s committee rec-
ommended that the state’s nine colleges be
required to collectively bargain with their more
than 5,000 employees. This statewide bar-
gaining would cover contract talks with classi-
fied clerical, security and maintenance workers
who were members of the CWA and the Inter-
national Federation of Professional and Tech-
nical Engineers. While this decision was not a
popular one with the nine college presidents,
it was hailed as a huge victory by the workers
and their representative unions.

Al also worked very closely with organized
labor, including NJ AFL–CIO President
Charles Wowkanech and members for the
IBEW, in crafting New Jersey’s Energy De-
regulation law passed in the late 1990’s. Al
took significant steps in ensuring that not only
consumer concerns were met but also the
concerns of the men and women who work for
our public utilities throughout the state.

Al Koeppe has obviously demonstrated his
leadership on behalf of working families in the
state of New Jersey throughout his long and
distinguished career. Business and industry
should look to Mr. Koeppe as an example of
how to conduct labor-management relations.
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a distinguished American and
longtime resident of San Mateo County,
Clifford Stanfield, who passed away on March
3, 2002, at the age of eighty-four.

He leaves his beloved wife Ruth of thirty-
one years, his son Raphael and his daughter
Sue Spackman, as well as five grandchildren,
two brothers and a sister.

A graduate of the Illinois Institute of Tech-
nology, Clifford Stanfield worked as an archi-
tect until his retirement in 1984. A distin-
guished veteran of the U.S. Navy, he worked
as a ship’s painter during World War 11, serv-
ing on the destroyer-tender USS Dixie in the
South Pacific.

A native of Iowa, in 1971, Clifford Stanfield
moved with his wife Ruth to California’s
Coastside where he gave generously of his
time and talents to the community. An ardent
environmentalist, Clifford Stanfield volunteered
as a docent with the Fitzgerald Marine Re-
serve and the Coyote Point Museum. Utilizing
his considerable expertise in architecture and
construction, Mr. Stanfield volunteered with
the occupational therapy department at Mills

Hospital, designing objects for patients to use
in their therapy.

Service was a way of life for Clifford Stan-
field. Even on his regular strolls through Half
Moon Bay, he was known to pick up trash left
in the streets and deliver newspapers to the
doorsteps of his neighbors.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to this great and good man
and offer the condolences of the entire House
of Representatives to his family. We are a bet-
ter community, a better country and a better
people because of Clifford Stanfield.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to pay tribute to Don
Peach and thank him for his extraordinary
contributions to the town of Rangely. His dedi-
cation as Mayor to both his job and the people
of Rangely is matched only by the level of in-
tegrity and honesty with which he has con-
ducted himself each and every day while at
his post. As Mayor, he will always be remem-
bered as a man with the utmost dedication
and talent, and will continue to be known as
a leader in the community. As he celebrates
his retirement, let it be known that I, along
with each and every person with whom he has
worked and the people of Rangely, are eter-
nally grateful for all that he has accomplished
in his distinguished tenure.

When Don arrived in Rangely, the town was
mired in financial difficulties, and he quickly
set out to turn things around. He effectively re-
duced property taxes, implemented numerous
successful grant programs and tightened the
accounting reins by emphasizing strict finan-
cial administration. Also upon his arrival, plans
were already in the offing to build the Des-
perado Mine, which was projected to bring an
additional 35,000 people to the town. At the
time, Rangely was ill prepared to accommo-
date such a massive influx of people, but Don
successfully built up the infrastructure to han-
dle the increased population. In order to house
the new workers, he acquired land from the
Bureau of Land Management for the La Mesa
Development, and subsequently began a num-
ber of housing programs. He also initiated a
program of utility plant expansions in order to
provide the necessary power and infrastruc-
ture for the town.

Don was also a strong advocate of bol-
stering community pride. He succeeded in
changing residents’ attitudes toward their town
through the implementation of a town-wide
beautification project. Through numerous
grants and support from the town council, a
Center Square was built, downtown facades
were refurbished, an adopt-a-tree program
was put in place, and street, curb and side-
walk improvements were initiated. He was
also a strong advocate of community develop-
ment, creating the Rangely Development
Agency and the Rangely Development Cor-
poration, as well as putting in place a number
of development regulations in the town. He
also established the Foundation for Public Giv-
ing and has worked tirelessly on the Rangely
Museum Project.

Don is presently working on the Rangely
School Foundation, which he helped to create
and fund, and is also active in a number of
other organizations. He serves on the North-
west Colorado Resource Advisory Council,
which he has chaired for several years, is a
board member of the Rangely Area Chamber
of Commerce, the CNCC Foundation and the
Rangely Museum Society, and serves on the
University of Colorado Business Community
Council. I have personally had the opportunity
to work with Don in his capacity as Mayor and
as chair of the Northwest Colorado Resource
Advisory Council, and have always been as-
tounded at his hard work and dedication.
Needless to say, Don is a genuine philan-
thropist and an extraordinary public servant.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that Don Peach is a
man of unparalleled dedication and commit-
ment to his professional endeavors, his philan-
thropic endeavors and to the people of his
community. It is his unrelenting passion for
each and every thing he does, as well as his
spirit of honesty and integrity with which he
has always conducted himself, that I wish to
bring before this body of Congress. He is a re-
markable man, who has achieved extraor-
dinary things in his career and for his commu-
nity. It is my privilege to extend to him my
congratulations on his retirement as Mayor of
the town of Rangely, and wish him all the best
in his future endeavors.
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Mr. UDALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
speak out against the religious persecution of
Falun Gong practitioners in mainland China.
Falun Gong representatives believe that over
100,000 Falun Gong practitioners have been
arrested. Tens of thousands have been thrown
into labor camps without trial, and at least
1,000 healthy practitioners have been put into
mental hospitals and have suffered illegal psy-
chiatric abuse. It has also been reported that
between 365 and 1,600 people have been
killed in police custody.

It is thought that there are as many as 100
million Falun Gong practitioners worldwide.
Falun Gong believers hold that this spiritual
practice instills the three principles of truthful-
ness, compassion and tolerance. They would
merely like the opportunity to peacefully prac-
tice their beliefs without fear of torture or im-
prisonment.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in supporting Falun Gong and its practitioners’
quest for peace and tolerance.
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Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that I rise today to acknowledge Cul-
tural Fest 2002, hosted by Harold Collins. This
event, which will be held in Robeson County,
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